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A New Year of Hope and Trust
Rabbi Yehoshua Pfeffer |  Rav of Kehillat Ohr Chadash, Ramot, Jerusalem

“Today, the world was wrought.” As we 
note in our davening, Rosh Hashanah 
is the day on which the world was 
created. It is only fitting that it should 
also be Yom Ha-Din, the Judgment 
Day on which we are judged for the 
year ahead. “As the Mishnah states, 
“all creatures pass before Him” in 
judgment.

This raises a basic question: Why are 
these concepts, both the beginning of 
the year and the judgment element, 
absent from the Torah? The Torah only 
mentions that it is a Day of Sounding, 
“Yom Teru’a.” Why?

The answer to this begins with 
the understanding, which used to 
be obvious but today needs some 
elaboration, that Rosh Hashanah 
comes at the beginning of the annual 
cycle. It is the time when last year’s 
produce is gathered, and the land 
is prepared for the new crop of the 
coming year.

Though in a non-agronomic society 
this change of years is less prominent, 
we continue to mark the time in our 
educational calendar (beginning in 
September) and with Labor Day, the 
“unofficial end of the summer” when 
we return to work. 

The Torah thus notes (in reference to 
Sukkos) that the time is “the end of 
the year” (Shemos 23) and “the season 
of the year” (Shemos 34). Indeed, the 
Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashanah 1:1) relies 
on these pesukim to determine that 
the festival on the first of Tishrei 
is, indeed, Rosh Hashanah – the 
beginning of the new year. 

Of course, the day itself seems 
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“arbitrary” – the transition between 
cycles happens over a period rather 
than a day. Yet, Chazal explain that it 
has to fall at the beginning of a lunar 
month, and the appropriate day is 
thus the first of Tishrei. Everything 
else follows from here. 

Being that Rosh Hashanah is the 
beginning of the natural year, Rabbi 
Eliezer holds that the world was 
created in Tishrei. Rabbi Yehoshua 
disputes this, but this doesn’t impact 
the core significance of the day. 
Furthermore, since it is the beginning 
of the year, the day becomes a Day of 
Judgment on which we are granted 
our annual “budget” – both fiscal and 
otherwise.

What are we to do on this day, at this 
most auspicious time – the beginning 
of the new year? This is what the 
Torah reveals in the expression Yom 
Teru’a. The essence of the day, from 
our perspective, is coronation: we 
coronate Hashem as King upon us by 
means of sounding the Shofar.

The Ramchal writes (in his Treatise 
on Hope) that all things begin with 
hope. Without hope, we would not 
begin anything because who can say 
that matters will go as planned? As 
we begin the year, we start with hope. 
As the Ramchal expounds, the most 
fundamental tenet of being Jewish is 
to pin our hopes on Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu.

By sounding the Shofar, we declare 
that Hashem is our King. We state 

that we trust Him as the benevolent 
King of the world and look towards 
Him for all the goodness and bounty 
that the natural world presents. When 
we present ourselves as loyal and 
trusting subjects, Hashem acts with 
compassion and inscribes us for life.

We enter Rosh Hashanah with the 
joy of closeness to Hashem, our 
Father and our King, mingled with 
the trepidation of knowing that the 
responsibility for restarting and 
recalibrating the connection for the 
new year – of sounding the Shofar 
truly and sincerely – is ours alone.

Wishing all a good and sweet year.
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Let’s Get Rid Of the Boxes
Rabbi Yaacov Haber  | Rav of Kehillas Shivtei Yeshurun, Ramat Beit Shemesh

PARASHA AND PARNASSAH

How does the Ribono Shel Olam 
decide our destiny for the upcoming 
year? How does He judge us? The 
answer to this question is simple: the 
same way we judge others.

A Midrash. Hashem told Moshe, 
“Behold, your days are drawing near 
to die.” 

The Hebrew word “hein,” “behold,” 
implies finality. Hashem told Moshe, 
“You have been praying, arguing, 
and negotiating with me to extend 
your life. It isn’t going to happen. The 
conversation is closed. “Hein!” You 
will not live to enter the land of Israel.

Moshe cringed at the finality of the 
statement. “Why ‘Hein’? It’s so final!”

Hashem responded, “Because you 
said ‘hein’ when describing the 
condition of the Jewish people. 
Way back at the burning bush, when 
I originally charged you with the 
mission of freeing the Jewish people, 
you said, “Behold! The Jewish people 
will not listen to me.” You were final 
about that. I, too, am final.” (Midrash 
Rabba)

Moshe Rabeinu passed a life sentence 
on his people. They will not listen, 
period. His psychological assessment 
was correct. The people of Israel 
did not appear to be candidates for 
redemption. Yet, they did listen. 

Moshe did not take into account their 
ability to change and to grow. He 
looked at what they were and pegged 
them. That was a mistake. One can 
never label someone or freeze them 
into a slot. Yesterday is not today, 
and what I do today is not necessarily 
the definition of my entire life.

We certainly do not want Hashem to 
judge us by what we are. We want 
Him to look at what we could be. 
We want Him to tie our destiny to 
our potential. If we want that kind 
of decision from Hashem, we need 
to stop categorizing people, stop 
pigeonholing them, and perhaps stop 
judging them altogether. The way we 
judge is the way Hashem judges us.

Yesterday, I met a young man who, 

as a child, was diagnosed with an 
alphabet soup of learning disabilities. 
His behavior was so unmanageable 

The last thing we need is for 
Hashem to put us in a box. We 
never want Hashem to look at 

us and say, “He or she just can’t 
cut it.”
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that after tremendous agony, 
his parents sent him to a special 
boarding school in the Midwest. They 
received rabbinic decisions allowing 
them to forego the child’s Kashrus 
and Shabbos observance so that 
he could attend this program. His 
parents almost described him as a 
‘Ben sorer umoreh.’ But he returned 
from the program and grew up. 
Today, he is a teacher, a baal korei, 
getting a college degree, and the 
apple of his parents’ eye. Somehow, 
this child transcended his labels.

We are a society full of labeled boxes, 
and everyone must fit into one. It’s 
not even conscious. The moment we 
meet someone, we start processing; 
good or bad, rich or poor, frum or not, 
black hat, kipah serugah or bare-

headed; brainy or slow, generous 
or miserly. Today, there is a box for 
everyone. Once you put someone in 
a box, it can be so hard for them to 
crawl out of it. But it’s much worse 
than that. The last thing we need is 
for Hashem to put us in a box. We 
never want Hashem to look at us and 
say, “He or she just can’t cut it.”

In honor of the New Year, let us all 
take a fresh new look at our children, 
our friends, the person sitting next 
to us, our husbands, our wives, our 
teachers, and our students. Look 
at them carefully, look at them with 
fresh eyes, and look at their potential. 
Exactly the way we want Hashem to 
look at us.

Hashkafically Speaking
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Rosh Hashana is the beginning of the 
Torah “fiscal year,” as the beraisa tells us 
(Beitza 16a): “All of a person’s means are 
allocated between Rosh Hashana and 
Yom Kippur. The exception is Shabbos 
and Yom Tov expenses and expenses 
for children’s Torah study; for these, if he 
reduces, his allocation is reduced, and if 
he adds, his allocation is increased.” The 
Zohar (III 31b) states that the allocation is 
not finally sealed until Shemini Atzeres. 
Until then, there are still modifications, in 
the form of a “piska” or note.

At the same time, we continue 
throughout the year to daven for Hashem 
to help us with our livelihood! It seems 
as if our livelihood is characterized by 
Chazal sometimes as extremely rigid and 
determined and other times as rather 
open-ended.

Chazal’s description may seem at 
first glance arbitrary, but in fact, this 
process is little different from the way 
any large organization works. Large, 
bureaucratic organizations typically 
have detailed budgets that allocate 
the availability of funds in a rigid way 
among different departments and 
types of outlays. Typically, there is a 
draft budget (usually based on the 
previous year’s budget, with routine 
modifications). As the final budget is 
hammered out, different departments 
are busy trying to persuade senior 
management that their budget should 
be increased. A final draft is submitted 
to the board, which may make minor 
changes. Sometimes, clarifications 
are issued soon after. Even so, over 
the course of the year circumstances 
constantly change, and management 
can and does re-allocate resources. 
There are “budget variances” and even 
something called a “budget note” – a 
piska!

The exception made for Shabbos, 
Yom Tov, and Talmud Torah also has 
an analog in the world of bureaucracy. 
Organizations can have budget items 
that are not allocated by department 
but rather by purpose. (One example 
is a referral bonus, equally available to 
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Rosh Hashanah: The Start of the Torah Fiscal Year
Rabbi Asher Meir | Torah and Policy Researcher

Rav Gantz replied, “I’m not 
sure if you are obligated to 

agree, but there is something 
called being a ben adam.” In 
Jewish English: a mensch.
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any employee who manages to recruit 
a customer or employee.) Funding for 
these purposes does not affect the 
department budget for other kinds of 
outlays. When the Meir family buys a 
refrigerator, it is considered an outlay 
of the Meir family – a management 
unit within Klal Yisrael. But when the 
Meir family pays yeshiva tuition, it is 
considered a priority, hence an outlay, 
of Klal Yisrael directly.

I elaborate on the annual budget idea in 
a column dedicated primarily to halacha 
because our halachic tradition takes 
this budget paradigm quite seriously. 
The adjacent passage in Beitza (15b) 
encourages borrowing to pay for 
Shabbos and Yom Tov expenses; the 
Tur (OC 242) connects these passages 
and explains that even though a 
person is generally discouraged from 
borrowing to meet expenses, these 
expenses are an exception precisely 
because of their unique place in Klal 
Yisrael’s budget. This principle is the 
basis of the Shulchan Aruch’s ruling (OC 
529) that a person should not scrimp 
on Yom Tov expenses (Mishna Berurah).

In many cases, the application of this 
principle encompasses both halacha 
and mussar – thoughtful conduct. The 
Chofetz Chaim (Biur Halacha 529:1) 
infers, as mentioned, that the budget 

idea implies that for ordinary expenses, 
a person should be frugal. His means are 
limited. Hence, he urges husbands to 
resist family demand for luxuries. (It goes 
without saying that it is often the wife who 
has to be assertive.) 

However, the great mussar teacher and 
exemplar Rav Mordechai Schwab (Maamar 
Mordechai 40) cites another saying in the 
name of the Chofetz Chaim: Sometimes 
expenses are not what they seem. If your 
wife wants something for the house that 
can’t be justified based on the household 
budget, it may still be appropriate to 
charge the item to a separate budget – 
the shalom bayis budget! Marital harmony 
is a distinct and very important household 
need. As such, it justifies its own distinct 
budget category. (Source: Chashukei 
Chemed on Beitza 16a). This, too, has its 
analog in organizations, which often have 
a distinct budget for “staff retention.” 
Workers need salary and benefits, but 
sometimes you have to do something just 
to make them happy. 

This insight reminds me of a time I 
was visiting Rav Yisroel Gantz, the Rav 
of Mattersdorf, with a halachic query. 
During our discussion, someone phoned 
Rabbi Gantz with the following shaila: His 
wife wants to start swimming regularly, 
something that will inevitably come at 
the expense of other uses of the couple’s 

<<
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income. The caller wanted to know if 
he had to agree. Clearly, the husband 
was not oblivious to his wife’s needs; 
indeed, the whole basis of the call was 
that he recognized that providing for 
his wife’s recreation might even be a 
strict halachic obligation.

Rav Gantz replied, “I’m not sure if you 
are obligated to agree, but there is 
something called being a ben adam.” In 
Jewish English: a mensch.

Our Jewish legal tradition – halacha 
- encourages us to frame our 

daily experience in terms of defined 
categories. Every act is categorized as 
obligatory, permissible, or forbidden; our 
everyday home economics is framed as 
an annual budget with defined categories 
of expense. 

But our Jewish ethical tradition – mussar 
– challenges us to use a bit of creativity in 
applying these categories in practice. In 
our example, insight into human nature 
may awaken us to the need for a distinct 
budget for harmony in the home.

<<
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Is a Heter Iska Always a Solution?
Rabbi Shloimy Muller

Talmid of Rav Pinchas Vind shlita, founder of the Beis Horaah L'Inyanei Ribbis

PARASHA AND PARNASSAH

We’ve learned that in order to be 
halachically covered by the heter iska 
there must be an iska/investment that 
the lender will acquire. We explained 
that the borrower must either own or 
be purchasing with the loan a profitable 
item that will produce returns for the 
bank. 

(As noted, one does not have to use 
the actual money from the bank to 
make the purchase, as long as the 
loan facilitates the purchase of the 
property. For example, one can borrow 
from the bank to pay off his debt if 
that will free his other assets, enabling 
them to be used to buy a property or 
another investment.)

Now, what about people who do not 
meet the above standards? They are 
not borrowing to buy a home or other 
investment,  nor do they own a home 
or  business that the bank could 
theoretically purchase. They need 
to pay for their bread and milk. Are 
they excluded from a heter iska? Can 
they allow their account to go into 
overdraft? 

Several poskim permit reliance on the 
heter iska providing they have a job that 
the loan will allow them to maintain.  
Take the example of someone who is in 
debt and needs to move to a different 
city to find cheaper housing, which 

means he will have to leave his job. It 
would be permitted to borrow from 
a Jewish bank with a heter iska, 
because the bank is investing in the 
worker and his income. A person 
learning in Kollel, however, would 
not qualify for the above heter.

Consequently, most bachurim and 
girls may not borrow with interest 
from an Israeli bank because they 
are not covered by the heter iska. (If 
they are borrowing money to then 
lend it to others with a heter iska, 
they now have a source of income, 
and are covered.)

Accordingly, a bachur or girl holding 
an account in an Israeli bank must 
be very careful not to go into 
overdraft, because they would be 
guilty of borrowing with interest. (A 
possible solution is to make them 
partial owner of a parent’s property, 
however the details are beyond the 
scope of this article.)

Some poskim do allow someone 
who does not meet any of the 
aforementioned criteria to take 
a loan in certain circumstances. 
In such cases, a rav should be 
consulted.

Taking Interest
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While each of us does our Hishtadlus 
for our parnassa during the year, 
we know that everything within the 
realm of our finances is set between 
the days of Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur, as the Gemara teaches 
(Beitza 16a):

Rav Tachlifa, brother of Ravnai 
Hoza’a, taught: A person’s entire 
livelihood is allocated to him during 
the period from Rosh Hashanah to 
Yom Kippur except for expenditures 
for Shabbasos, and expenditures for 
Festivals, and expenditures for the 
school fees of his sons’ Torah study

Besides our own personal prayers, 
we find a formal Tefillah for our 
parnassa in Avinu Malkeinu:

Our Father our King, write us in the 
book of parnassa and kalkalla.

But what exactly are we davening 
for? What’s the difference between 
the two terms, parnassa and kalkalla?

Let's start with kalkalla. In the 
language of the Torah, a kalkalla 
is a basket (see Mishnah, Maasros 
2:4): a vessel used to retain produce 
acquired by a person. What does this 
mean in the context of our finances? 
In the world of finance, we divide 
between income and expenses: how 
much we earn and the ability to retain 
the money for our needs at the end of 
the month are two separate things. 
The Tefillah for kalkalla is a request 
to have a healthy short- and long-
term financial system in place. Only 
with this can we retain and enjoy the 
income we are blessed with in peace 
of mind.

What about parnassa? The word 
parnassa is connected to the word 
parnas. In the language of the Torah, 
a parnas is a person in a leadership 
position who is responsible for the 
welfare of others (See Yoma 22a). 
What does this connection teach us 
about parnassa?

When it comes to work, some people 
do their jobs to earn money. With 
this money, they are able to provide 
for their families and give tezedaka 
to others. This is one level of being 
a parnas.  Another level of being a 
parnas is what we’ve described in 
this column throughout the past 
year. This type of parnas is someone 
who views his role at work as an 

Rosh Hashana & Our Livelihood - What Do We Daven For?
Rabbi Tzvi Broker  | Career Coach and Director of Pilzno Work Inspired
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We ask that Hashem give 
us the opportunity, through 
our jobs, to be a parnas for 

others.
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opportunity to help others through his 
job and to develop Hashem's world by 
using his unique talents.  

When a boss considers the value 
of his employees, he's naturally 
interested in an employee who is more 
excited by the impact he can make for 
the company than employees who 
are simply working to collect their 
paycheck. So, too, on Rosh Hashanah, 
as Hashem decides each one of our 

finances, we ask for parnassa. We ask 
that Hashem give us the opportunity, 
through our jobs, to be a parnas for 
others and to make the maximum 
impact to further Hashem's plan for 
this world.

May Hashem bless all readers and their 
families, and the entire Jewish People, 
with both parnassa and lalkalla. 

ERP EDUCATION, RELATIONSHIPS, PARENTINGERP EDUCATION, RELATIONSHIPS, PARENTING

So, let's talk about laundry. 

I grew up in an amazing house. It 
seems to me that the laundry was 
washed, dried, and ironed before 
it was even dirty. You barely had a 
chance to peel off those socks when, 
boom, they were back in your room, 
fresh, folded, and ready for another 
round. 

The only problem is that I thought 
that's just how laundry works. I mean, 
when I say I thought, it's not like I 
actually consciously thought about 
it. There was nothing much to think 

I have often wondered why there is a 
minhag to take things on during the 
Asseres Yemei Teshuva – things we 
tend to drop, without conscience, 
the day after Yom Kippur. 

Is it, perhaps, the world's first great 
marketing ploy? Free 10-day trial! No 
obligations! You can cancel anytime! 

I don't know. It just seems to me that 
teshuva should be authentic and 
permanent. It always bothered me. 
Always, that is, until I reminisced 
about laundry. 

Clean Laundry and Teshuva
Rebbetzin Ilana Cowland 

Relationships Coach and author of The Moderately Anxious Everybody
<<
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about. That was just how laundry 
worked. 

It was intriguing to me that it didn't 
just naturally happen that way once 
I had my own home. Intriguing, 
and also a source of shalom 
bayis frustration. Frustration for 
everyone. For the people who 
couldn't find the items of clothing 
they needed and frustrating for 
me because I really wanted to do a 
better job meeting the needs that I 
was clearly failing to meet. 

So I tried to do Teshuva. I was going 
to be absolutely better at this. I 
was going to master this, conquer 
this. I would be the icon of perfect 
housekeeping. A perfect Teshuva.

I actually succeeded. Every single 
time I tried, I succeeded. Yes, 
about every month I would try and 
succeed again… for about a week. 
One week of success followed by 
three of missing clothing. 

And then someone in my family 

made a suggestion. 

What if I just focused on socks? 

My ego wanted to reject this 
suggestion. Socks? Katan alai! I 
was aiming to become the new 
Martha Stewart. What good is it to 
be good at socks? My goal was to 
excel at everything! 

But my ego had to contend with my 
long list of failings. So, I considered 
socks. 

How would the lives of the precious 
people around me be improved 
if they never had to worry about 
finding clean socks? 

And how doable was it to meet this 
goal? 

And was it sustainable? 

Could doing one thing really well 
be more helpful on my growth path 
than overestimating myself and 
hitting those feelings of deflation 
and despair that failure seems to 
choose as its escorts?

So many times, we reach Rosh 
Hashanah and we are truly 
inspired. How beautiful! The 
description of a world in which 
Hashem is truly Melech! A world 
of Tzedek and Mishpat! A world 
that runs so smoothly. When we 
feel this inspiration, we feel truly 
magnificent – as we should! We 
begin the year contemplating the 

ERP EDUCATION, RELATIONSHIPS, PARENTING

How would the lives of the 
precious people around me 

be improved if they never had 
to worry about finding clean 

socks? 
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wondrous possibility of a world 
wherein Hashem's sovereignty is 
unimpeded. In the reflection of 
the glory of Hashem, how can we 
be anything less? We, His precious 
children! 

There's a space for that feeling of 
being so inspired that we want to be 
perfect. That space is the Asseres 
Yemei Teshuva. We have ten days to 
run our perfect homes and be our 
perfect selves. 

But. 

Let's remember. 

There's another type of Teshuva. 
The Teshuva that can become 
Teshuva Gemura. The long-lasting 
type that has a chance of surviving 
through November and February 
and beyond. 

It's not necessarily the inspired 
Teshuva capable of reaching huge 
heights. No, it's quieter than that. 
It's the Teshuva of our intimate 
moments with Hakodosh Baruch 
Hu. The Teshuva that answers deep 
questions: What can I truly commit 
to? What will take me one humble 
but real step closer to Hashem? 
What will help me be one step 
closer to becoming the beloved me 
that Hashem sees? What will make 
the yearlong difference? 

Rosh Hashanah is huge and glorious 
and we touch our own majesty in 
the mirror of our King's. 

Yet it begins a whole year. The 
best Rosh Hashanah is not one 
that defines a self-contained 
experience. It's the one that begins 
the year and takes us all the way 
through. You can't run a marathon 
in a sprint. You start with a burst 
but continue at a maintainable 
pace. 

Take with you a souvenir of 
inspiration. A little commitment. 
Something small enough that can 
be kept anywhere but real enough 
that it will help affect a continued, 
tangible change. Keep the Rosh 
Hashanah consciousness with you 
all year. Let that souvenir remind 

you that Hashem is your king, your 
father, your coach, your best friend, 
and your biggest fan, rooting for 
you, believing in you, cheering you 
on all the way through until next 
Rosh Hashana.

The best Rosh Hashanah is 
not one that defines a self-

contained experience. It's the 
one that begins the year and 
takes us all the way through. 
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The Chida’s First Journey: 1753-1758
 The Chida’s first stop was Italy, where—
interestingly enough he was forced to 
spend forty days in quarantine upon 
arrival, as a precaution against the 
spread of infectious diseases. After 
being quarantined in the Port of 
Livorno, he enjoyed a very successful 
visit to the city’s Jewish community. 
He befriended a physician named Dr. 
Michael Pereira de Leon, who became 
a lifelong friend and supporter. He also 
visited the city of Modena. In the city 
of Trent, he was arrested for wearing 
incorrectly the cloth patch which Jews 
were required to wear. With his clever 
wit and power of persuasion, and 
through his heartfelt Tefilos, the Chida 
managed to have the enormous fine 
reduced to a smaller sum, which he 
paid in exchange for his release. The 
Chida visited many Batei Keneset and 
Batei Midrash in Italy, and he delivered 
numerous Shiurim and Derashos. 
Despite his grueling travel schedule, 
he managed to continue learning and 
teaching.

 The Chida’s next stop was Germany, 
where his fundraising efforts were far 
less successful than they had been in 
Italy. He discovered that the German 
Jews feared he would distribute the 

Last week, we described the Chida’s early years. This week we will begin to follow the 
Chida on his first forays outside of Eretz Yisrael as a rabbinic representative of the 

community in Jerusalem.

raised funds disproportionately, 
favoring the Sephardic communities 
of Yerushalayim over the Ashkenazic 
community. The Chida tried 
assuring them that funds would be 
distributed fairly, but to no avail. 
Additionally, the Jews of Germany 
had experiences with swindlers 
posing as emissaries and keeping 
the collected money for themselves, 
and so they greeted the Chida with 
suspicion.

 While his fundraising efforts in 
Germany were unsuccessful, his 
visit to the country was productive 
in other respects. While in the town 
of Pfersee, the Chida discovered 
what would later be known as the 
Munich Talmud Manuscript, the only 
handwritten, single-volume edition 
of the Talmud that is known to have 
been produced. It consists of 577 
pages, each with two sides, for a 
total of 1174 pages. It is no larger 
than an Artscroll Chumash, though 
considerably thicker. The Chida 
writes that an inscription in the 
manuscript says it was produced 
in the fourteenth century in Paris 
for a certain Rav, a relative of Rav 
Shimshon of Sens. He managed to 
read through only several pages 
of the manuscript, from Maseches 

<<

The Chida: Rav Chaim Yosef David Azoulay
Rabbi Dov Loketch | Rabbi of Agudas Yisrael Mogen Avraham, Detroit
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Horayos, and found many variations 
from the text in conventional editions. 
In his Sha’ar Yosef commentary to 
Horayos, the Chida made a number 
of changes to the text of the Gemara 
based on the Munich Edition. Today, 
this manuscript is carefully preserved 
in the Bavarian State Library.

During his time in Germany, the Chida 
spent Shabbos with Rav Yaakov 
Yehoshua Falk, author of the renowned 
Talmud commentary, Pnei Yehoshua. 
He initially went to see Rav Falk in 
Frankfurt am Main, where Rav Falk had 
served as Chief Rabbi. Upon arriving in 
the city, however, he discovered that 
Rav Falk was forced to leave the city 
due to the position he took regarding 
a bitter controversy which raged 
throughout Jewish Europe at that 
time. A conflict had erupted between 
two of Germany’s leading Torah sages, 
Rav Yaakov Emden and Rav Yehonasan 
Eibeschutz. Rav Emden charged that 
Rav Eibeschutz prepared amulets 
with references to Sabbateanism, the 
false messianic movement led by the 
notorious Shabtai Tzvi, accusations 
which Rav Eibeschutz staunchly 
denied. The controversy split European 
Jewry, which was divided on the issue 
of which of these two Rabbanim to 
support. Rav Falk supported Rav 
Yaakov Emden, whereas the majority 
of the Jews of Frankfurt sided with Rav 
Eibeschutz, forcing Rav Falk to leave 
the city in 1751 and settle in Worms. 
The Chida went to see Rav Falk in 
Worms, and describes in his diary how 
Rav Falk had the appearance of “an 

angel of G-d.” To Rav Falk’s delight, 
the Chida reported to him that his 
monumental work, Pnei Yehoshua, 
was very popular and widely 
acclaimed among the scholars and 
Yeshiva students of Yerushalayim. 

The Chida left Germany and went 
to Amsterdam, where he enjoyed 
far greater success. The city 
had a large, wealthy Sephardic 
community, and they received him 
with great respect, inviting him to 
deliver numerous Derashos and 
Shiurim. In fact, later, in 1760, the 
community in Amsterdam asked 
the Chida to come and serve as 
the city’s Chief Rabbi—a lucrative 
and prominent position—but he 
declined, preferring instead to 
remain in Eretz Yisrael. The Chida 
was hosted every Shabbos in the 
home of a different philanthropist, 
who donated generously.

 befriended a certain David Castro, 
a prominent member of London’s 
Jewish community, who brought 
him to the Tower of London and its 
museums, including the famous 
menagerie. The Chida writes: "In 
one darkened room there is a 
separating barrier of iron, and 
within they showed us the royal 
crown and the crown jewels “full 
of sparkle, flashing with light”, 
glowing like the lightning; and 
the golden chalice with which 
they anoint the king, and similar 
precious vessels and kingly 
treasures of gems and pearls.”
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Can You Enjoy the Shade of the Kotel?  Josh and Tammy Kruger

The Story
Abie and Benji began walking back from the Kotel to 
the parking lot where their bus was due to arrive. 
“I’m glad we got a chance to come here. It’s such a 
hot day, but I really wanted to say those Tehillim,” 
said Abie.

Benji looked ahead towards their bus and said, 
“Gosh, there are lots of people waiting to get on 
the bus. We’ll have to wait for the next one.” Abie 
sighed. “I don’t want to stand out here in the boiling 
sun. The next bus won’t be here for another 20 
minutes. Let’s go back to the Wall to cool off a bit.”

The boys headed back and sat by the Kotel wall to 
enjoy its shade. Chaim, one of the older boys from 
their yeshiva, was walking by and stopped near 
them. “Hi, guys,” said Chaim, “I’m heading to the 
bus stop to get back to yeshiva. Aren’t you heading 
back, too?”

The boys explained to Chaim that they were just 
enjoying the shade of the Kotel until the bus arrived. 

Chaim hesitated for a moment and then said, “You 
know, this may sound strange, but I’m not sure that 
you’re really allowed to do this.”

The boys headed back and sat by 
the Kotel wall to enjoy its shade. 
Chaim, one of the older boys from 
their yeshiva, was walking by and 
stopped near them. “Hi, guys,” said 

Chaim, “I’m heading to the bus 
stop to get back to yeshiva

“Not allowed?” asked Benji, “Not allowed to sit near 
the Kotel?”

“Yes,” answered Chaim. ‘Have you learned the idea 
of hekdesh yet in class?“

Puzzled, the two boys looked at each other and 
shook their heads.

The Discussion
Q: What is the connection between our story and 
the parasha?

A: Parashas Terumah teaches us about important 
objects in the Mishkan and Beis Hamikdash, such 
as the aron, the shulchan, and the menorah. 
Unfortunately, today we do not have a Beis Mikdash. 
The Kotel is all that is left.

Q: What is hekdesh?

A: Hekdesh is a word that refers to the Beis 
Hamikdash and the things inside it. Everything 
belongs to Hashem, and we are not allowed to use 
any of it for our personal benefit.

Q: Should the Kotel be considered hekdesh?

A: Some rabbanim believe that the Kotel is a wall 
of the actual Beis Hamikdash (Radvaz, Vol,. 2, No. 
648, 691; Chayei Adam, Shaarei Tzedek, Mishpetei 
Eretz, Ch. 11, No. 8; Responsa of the Ridvaz, No. 
38). According to these opinions, the Kotel would be 
considered hekdesh. We would have to make sure 

that we are pure when we come near the wall and 
also that we don’t get any personal benefit from 
it. However, most rabbanim today believe that the 
Kotel is part of the wall that was surrounding the 
Beis Hamikdash (Avnei Nezer, Yoreh De’ah, 450; 
Tzitz Eliezer 10:1; Rav Ovaya Yosef, Yabia Omer Rav 
Ovadya Yosef, Vol. 5, Yoreh De’ah, No. 27). This 
would mean that it isn’t hekdesh.

 Even if the Kotel is not actually a 
wall of the Beis Hamikdash, it still 
has great kedushah. Therefore, it is 
inappropriate to use it for purposes 

such as shade.

Q: Are the boys allowed to use the Kotel for shade?

A: Even if the Kotel is not actually a wall of the Beis 
Hamikdash, it still has great kedushah. Therefore,  it 
is inappropriate to use it for purposes such as shade 
(Iggros Moshe, Yoreh De’ah Vol. 4, No. 63).
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 While marveling at all this glory and 
splendor, the Chida writes, he felt both 
“sorrowful and joyful.” He explains: 
“If thus to those who transgress His 
word, then to the doers of His will 
how much more so!" Behold, days are 
coming of desire and of glory, of the 
saving of the House of Israel, and our 
eyes will see . . . the Messiah of the 
L-rd, lighting up and illuminating like 
the sun seventy-fold, crowned with 
the crowns of crowns . . . May thus be 
His will”.

Seeing the wealth and grandeur of the 
English monarchy assured the Chida 
of the unimaginable glory and majesty 
which Am Yisrael will experience at the 
time of the final Redemption.

The Chida sailed from Dover to Calais, 
France, and, after a successful trip 
through several Jewish communities 
in France, he returned to Italy. In 
Mantua, the Chida visited the grave 
of the Rema MiFano, author of the 
famous work Asarah Ma’amaros. In 
Venice, he toured St. Marks Square, 

one of the city’s major attractions, 
as well as the local military arsenal 
and library. In Verona, the Chida saw 
a garden arranged as an elaborate 
maze, and it immediately brought 
to mind the analogy drawn by the 
Ramchal—who was from Italy—in his 
Mesilas Yesharim Chapter 2.

The Chida returned to Livorno, 
where he remained for a year. He 
published his Sha’ar Yosef, which he 
had written many years earlier, with 
the help of his dear friend, Dr. Pereira 
de Leon, to whom he dedicated the 
Sefer. He then began making his way 
back home to Eretz Yisrael, making a 
brief stop in Constantinople, capital 
of the Ottoman Empire, where he 
witnessed the coronation of Sultan 
Mustafa III. After five grueling years 
of journeying, the Chida arrived in 
Yerushalayim

In the next installment, we will read 
about the Chida’s second journey as 
the representative of the community 
in Chevron.
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