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Mazel tov! It’s finally happening! 

Your joy knows no bounds, your eyes shed tears of happiness, and somewhere, deep down in your heart - 
you might be a bit worried too... As parents, you are about to face a series of huge expenses that can cause 
even affluent families to struggle. In our generation, living costs are very high, and the expenses prior to a 
wedding reach unbelievable proportion, especially for avrechim and Bnei Torah with limited income. It’s 
important to know that everything written here falls under the categories of “possible,” “customary” or 
“preferable,” but is no way “necessary”! It is possible to put more and more effort into each detail, endlessly. 

The purpose of this booklet is to make the many arrangements during this busy period easier and to provide 
those organizing the wedding with an idea of what to expect, what they must organize, and when. We hope 
that this booklet will help maintain the emotional calmness so important during this period and make more 
room for truly enjoying the joyous occasion and thanking Hashem for His great kindness. It helps to know that 
most of the necessary arrangements are listed here, eliminating the need to try to think of “what else is left to 
do...” (We’d also like to take this opportunity to recommend that you keep a calendar in order to stay on top of 
the dates and times of the different tasks).  

The first version of the booklet was the product of the thoughts and experiences of the author, but over 
time, we received hundreds (!) of emails on the subject and were exposed to the pain of many families who lost 
large sums of money and whose joy was severely tainted. They felt, after that fact, that “if only someone had 
told me...”, things could have been different. Those parents shared their experiences and the lessons they 
learned so that we could spread the information and save others the severe distress. We have incorporated 
the lessons and messages in this booklet and attempted to emphasize points that many people repeated. 
Therefore, we recommend that even parents who have made several weddings already read the booklet 
thoroughly at least once, as a wise person learns from the experiences of others.  

The booklet is meant for parents based on the norm, but it is also possible that not all of the arrangements 
will be made by the parents, but rather by uncles and aunts, siblings, friends, a professional wedding planner, 
or anyone else. The vast majority of the information is relevant to anyone organizing an event, not only the 
parents of the couple.  

It is a mitzvah to share this booklet with as many people who are making a simcha as possible, but its 
original format may not be copied and/or changed in any way or form, and no part of it may be used 
commercially, nor sold for any price, without the written consent of the management of the Gmach. The booklet 
may not be published online in any form whatsoever, only sent by email to a single addressee, or by sharing a 
link to the website of Text Ratz Publishing. All rights reserved to Gmach Birkat Yisrael by Torah law and 
lehavdil by state law. Due to repeat attempts to copy the material or a part thereof in various ways by private 
and commercial entities, we repeat our warning that any usage that is not in compliance with the above terms 
will result in an immediate lawsuit.  

Mazel tov! | Gmach Birkat Yisrael 

Before the Simcha /// Laying the Cornerstone
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Stage One /// The Day After the Vort
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Stage Two /// Before the Engagement Party
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Third Stage ///The Engagement Period
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Fourth Stage /// Before the Wedding
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Stage Five - Sheva brachot
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With blessings for a binyan adei ad  /// Gmach Birkat Yisrael 
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